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Dear Commiss ione r B ruce : 
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AprU 24, 1972 

Confidential Claim Retracted 

Authorized by: 3 ^ 

Date: O/^o/z^ 

I am address ing this l e t t e r to you as a follow-up to 
my conversa t ions with you and with M r . Gajdys . As I informed 
you, the Pueblo of Laguna is at the p re sen t t ime conducting 
negotiations with the Anaconda Company concern ing the p rope r in
te rpre ta t ion to be placed on cer ta in p rov is ions of the u ran ium l ease 
contract between the Pueblo and the Company.—If the pa r t i e s do 
not ag ree , the dispute will have to be decided by the S e c r e t a r y of 
the In te r io r , whose decision will be subject to judic ia l review. 

Specifically, the question before us is the p r o p e r i n t e r 
pre ta t ion to be placed upon the t e r m "c rude o r e value" as it a p p e a r s 
in the cont rac t : Piiillp R. Ashby. Enqui re and my f i rm have ex -
haustively analyzed the legal aspects of the con t rove r sy and have 
formulated a position on behalf of the Pueblo to the effect that the 
definition of the t e r m "crvide ore value" which p reva i l ed between 
1962 and 1966 should now be replaced by a new definition. In d e 
termining jus t what this definition should be , we do need, however , 
ce r ta in non- legal , technical data, miuchof whicii i s in the hands of 
Government agenc ies . We, therefcire, respect fu l ly ca l l upon you 
in your capacity as t rus t ee to furnish us with t he answers to the 
following ques t ions : 
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